reddy -~ kids 211 Tearned to swim in Froger i

231,

;Albert Olsbn Interviewed March 4, 1972,

At home 374 Georsia St., Richmond

Born Port fissington, Skeenz River, Aveust 1000 = father Cannery Manager

ABC -Packing Company - owned Phoenix Cannery, Steveston and two others,

“moved 1908 Canoe Pags for mublic, hirsh schonl - started Hwen Cannery,

.Lion Island 1917 in swamer holidavs - 1045 Irnerial Cannery, Richmond
uﬁtil quiﬁ 1964 hecanse of arthritis.

- at Lion Island 15 vears - married Helen Barker - Anonst 6, 1032 -
children, Arthur chasine herring, Newfoundland: RBarharsa, Steveston; 
Carol (Mrs. Ed. Sonel) [isherman @nwﬁriphouse - nn wlectricity - water

nipned in under viver from Tndn Tsland - 550.700 a month (durine denression)

-gawed lorg floatine in river - JIdon Tg. 5 neres, dviked nnder cultivation

Japanese rrew strawberrics, heans = Innlad after 20 Jan. 10 white

-fishermen ~ watchman, cavebakev, Jraveston far nebs otce. ~ rowed across

slough 75 yards from Lion Isinnd ko end iine 3 Rrad - arnecdote wife rowing

kids over slousrh thick for Ln schnol, oarincx. slirmed iate main river -~
-01d Bill IFord Tooknd nfter twins alona in hoise returned home when fog

lifted, frosty, then decided move fo Steveston - wober at freshet not

rer -~ hnd indoor olumbine -

—

only saw 1 deer - wnan cannery active 200 noonle -~ dneks, nheasant =
drove into New Westminster 2 - 3 fHimes weeklv for fond, meat and nost
office -~ bread, naper delivered to whor{ ot Tuln Tsi-nd ~cross - Rndy

Graver delivered rrocevies to fiwen's wharf - Alec mwen's nerhew

Livingston rented land Cor vears - MeDopald Bros. 1e04 Ses Ts. when
airport moved in -~ lived on trrm thare, till after we laft 1945 - Bab

MacDonald and wife still 1ivine Ho. 5 Rd. off Westminster f‘{".\',\/'. - Alec

Bwen started scow - hmmee 1390 = 1885 tnilt fwen Caanerer an Tion Ts.
- 1t ran until 1930 denrecasion yhen it clnsed - T shaved on another 15

vears as wabchman - 1017 o 1944 Olson was 49 vra. straicht with B.C.



[ R Albert Olson
Packers - was bookkeener tallyman, srader, cold storase - father

originally went to cannerv at Westham Island (fished 139% on Fraser

=}

River) 1930 when Ewen's closed crrssed river to Ren Rowe's Cannery 10-

15 yeérs - Red Snrin g salmon from Fraser best eatine fish, then sockeye
- 40 vears aro dead salmon in thousands along Iraser, canneries wouldn't
_take\hﬁmnbacks - to get Cohoe = no oane wanted White snrine - pollution -

~rats, flies, seasulls cleaned un most - fisharmen Jived in scow houses,

out houses over end of Fraser, ran sewnoce into the Fraser for 100 years -

" was easy life catch fish when wanted sell a few mt nrices not good -
" Steveston at nre 12, Briesnonse Race Track woins - < doz. canneries 50

years ago - 3 hntels, more in 1900, s»lonns. nlank roads Moncton St. -
i M B .

-

hard svrface 25 years ago - 1917 fire cleaned ovt 3 - 4 canneries stonped

at Imnerial Cannerv - brick buildine nuned bLr Dr., ierworth left standing

~drug store there - fin e~idemic vsed only onions »nid Tianor - nprohititio

needed doctors nrescrintion for liamor - evervone dreonk wpnonshine -

" raided on Lion Is. Inokine for sbill - Japanese wade mindreds sallons sak

‘gallon for #2.00, bottle {oar 35¢ - mnst fishermen o¢nt intns scowhouse,

moved down to Cobbtonwnod helaw ifwen Cannery, snt there middle June -

- SeptTrsockeye run on - heer chean - mogauito larvac on bon of water -

‘average fisherman didn't drinV water .

Flood'1937'Lion Island dyvlke hroke - water an floor of hruse - wéter

stayed for weeks till freshet over - 1943 flood, inln Is. well prepared
'~ Lion Is. to-day overerown with trees, no land enlhivated - gas statidn,

. caretaker now on lion Is. = 2 buildinrs:tore down main cannery when

Olson was bhere - new cannery used as net ioft, storace - couple .live

. there, woman rows to work mainiand.




-3 - . Albert Clson

0ld days Indian labor bronent in 1917, 1920 fnor cannery 7-8 white men,
Chinese dressed fisnh, Indians from West Coest Vancouver Is. upn to

Chilliwack - accommniations fer 100 Indians - 1 Chins hose held 100

Chinamen - anecdnte Alec Bwen to dumn Chinese workers - faormring E.C.
"Packers 1901-=7902 vonine on ever gince.

Book: - The 97man Peonle.
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