
I •• " 

199. 

Mr. Gordon lvfcConnol1, 75 IntGr'view!;o May 12, 1972. 

1232 No. 3 Roao 

Born May 5, 1897, Vancouver 

-at age of 2 came 'vJith father JamGs HcCo[lrwl1 and mothGr, et D1aiI', 

br'others and sister: James ancl Annie (no'..! dc:ad) to Lulu Islanrl - original 

farmhouse behind PI'OSt3nt homo - to English Sclwi)l ~c-c. ag!:; of 6 - 2t miles 

walking through fields: tcachorn Mc. A.P. ~o~li~ott first in on8 

room - 190') 2 room built: J'lj'. Robinsc)J1, C1arc::nco Ivl(.)~~:-:;cnGor, Hiss McNoeles 

-1910 to Bridgeport ~walkcd to El'ansi:;ombu 3tation, Gl'aw to Briigeport 

-fini shed hi gh school 2nd Y8ar 19 J.L:. - Gl18n tu S Pl'ut t 3hD.'.v Busines s 

College, Va~couver, no plan to farlD, father dieo 1915 - 1919 returned 

from 'd. vI. 1) Lo farm - fa thel' , s f ar~n was 30 aCl'es [J1ixod [arm - 15-16 

cows hay, oats, rotation - c.hicken - 6iven pair ',dId \.:ucks raised 20-

30 - li ttle (lucks ran. Qftr~l' Ir:ayfllo.3 - tU!ldllios full. 

-got vlood for fuel, 8pli tit - pump 't,.iJ. Gel.' 1'0::. ... :::;toc« too musty color 

for people rain barrGls at back -':;.-:;;'1C milk can.:; .'Jia. JCnJocrat to 

Branscombe Station inG'JrUrOail to ~}a:lc luvor - C!r:pJ.;y ca.~"l.s returned \vi th 

,drinking Hat8I', 1'1'8e - \'Jator piped in [:com Ne'.v ;-/c;::itlilinster - used coal 

. oil lamps until e1eetl'ic l.inc in - hal to sU:1I'lIn:ltee portion of powor 

so fmv on road - f:v':m tIl0:,;) ~'lho (~id{l' tin:.: ::;a1 pallor i"·aici a portion -

rode bicycle to hi.Gh sei1oo1 - played 1'181-:i :1.acro;~~;c - ;;L; ter Armie 

sang Presbyterian CImrc~~l CllOir (nml Sout!l Jl:cm Uni ted.) - played hookey 

-went across to Marpole - Incident: year Titanic sank - with Archie 

Blair - NcConnGll had \vatch given him by Dlail' fa:llily - fell and 

watch dropped between ties of/ Fraser - lost. 

Canneri 8i3 car ly day s s tarnperl (Jut OWl! can;; f l'om : .. ;l)I;() t~i Un - c1o.ys 

__ of Chin(jse t:i.'o.n~ ienl;:..; - In1han:..; :.:un cId.ed f'i:;;h Irvlians pieked blue-

berries in bor; '- old Indian (}·ra':lb()r'r~· Jack plckeJ c1vlaI'f ci'anbE-)rries. 
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2 lvl.c. Gm'don HCC01U101-l 

. ~picked salmonberrie1 some - plontiful - had OWG fruit - 50 year old 

'-apple tree in yard - transpar~nt, pears, plums, crabapples. 

-enj oyed h'J.nting - pJ.radise for rEl!1t(~r~: eaj'ly - hUi:J.t\::(~ own farm -

banks of Fras,:::r - gory} bLed dogs - Irish VlaV?l' ~;panicd, setters, Cocker 

Spaniel - best wat~r dog was named !lGunner" cross betaoen Humber and 

Water Spaniel - incidont re dog - pllOc;.sa;.i ',; and duc~(~; - got pheasants 

first 1/2 hour - black and tan collie hWltod GO\v:3, brought in paper. 

-ea~ly rural mailmaL Mr. Williams. 

HCGonnell hauled milk ar(fLlnd J.92:2 - 19,23 \'/1 til lH'oUH~r for dairies in 

area ":' farmed at saa.e tilTlG. 

1942 '1960 grovl sti'U'.vberl':Les major' crop - ~~ontract(:jd vJith Chinese 

for-pickers - W.W.II McConnell picked up school ch:Lldren to 

pick - paid 4 - 6 cents a pound, and Lonu~ if ~tayel wholo season -

1/3 costs to pickin~; ~ got 2 crop:; O'..lt ()~~ J yeal's - ~lOt:.iling first year 

Used matted row style for graator productiGD (not hill) 

-sold as fresh l'rui~; or for j a,:J f'ac torie:::;: F:lcii.'ic Coast Pac: ... ers, 

Empress Jam - rotation stru~b8rry crop ~lth potato crop. Raspberries 

grown - suf ro red corn borc!'. Frocre.') ,s in Le l'ries : Avc rage crop 

2t - 2~~ tons pCI' ucre at firs t - thru ExpC:l'iwsntal F'cl1'1I.:., developed 

,6 - 7 tons per acr\-; - Co-Op's held fruit for )Jr()c8;)~~ing - no'.{ grading. 

Rents part farm to G,~or[;C: ~·h·j,~ht - gI'l)d:i potatol')s - ,-~!d ppi.ng potatoes 

for Na11ey market - Kennebec - Aftcr bu~iness cour3C worked by C.P.B. 

-met OC8anliners at Victoria, from Australia - days of silk trains to 

Europe - l'eealls Kly's aaI1 uppor level of Lranal'Y ior school concerts 

Xmas conc8rLs v .. ;ry uarly - 110use pal' tie:; - faJld11e~~ s ta,yecl overnight 

. -boad sailing - raco~; - sports at Hrii,:;i'l()U{3(] - j)Ox.Lng matches Steveston 
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3 i-II'. G:)rdoll ;,lcCourloll 

~ ',' 1910 Airplano sa'", Bumi 1 ton flying Minoru to Westminster. 

-recalls ear ly \1harves - 131ai 1'3 - London - BO\1di sO Land lng ending 

off No. 2 Road - used to ship machit1ery froIn Nf;'!1 W\~;3tn;inst8r - transfer 

took people upri vel' from publi c la: .. dings to iJ8~; tfi,ins ter r~xhlb. 

,Hother a Blai r - July 1 had Blail' fami 1;/ reulli 'Xl O[l~;;) l;~O tl1ere - Thresh-

in g a corrmmni ty deaJ. steam then gas driven - McConnoll farm only 

2 - 3 hours but vICJ0k or 10 clays helping oti1ers - Thr(3Shers dC:nlanded' 

blackber ry pio - dOIlies ticated blackbe cry - \v:llj blackborry on mainland 

after a fire. 

-Early days had to (::lear land- most 10\'1 bush t(Llt some piJ.1e troes \':i th 

eagles nests - alel;:)r wil1o;.,r clearGd cut log by river, in river for 

wood - no pollutio:l liko no;" - UU8 to population. 

r, Married 1933 to El18~1 (Hellie) Horgan - Born '.Jornon - came to Chillil;u:i.,ck 

,.,..----. ... 

Children: - Geraldine Ann (lvlTS. Gilc~l:;r) LC,,::.C;l(~S at ,T:';'[{Jes '''hi teside 
Elizabeth Joan, drowned 
Linda (Ml' s. :101) J3eachgro'lG 
Peggy (cLic:d at J) 

Swam early years in slou~hs Green l.:i 1011 1.:;:1 - c18:.1r ':.ral;cer' NOTli!: daughter.:; 

all star tud Eng1i ::~ll [~ch()ol. 

, School division early ~iay3 'da;) lb. 3 ~(cJ. 11.11 :~~ hUe 3 

Steveston school Ha~t ~o. 3 to E3clish 8~hool. 

Flooding: 1()06 all unde r ~va tor - han:) dyke~; brokc) - 19 l ,,:3 ;"iaj or flood 

"on Fra3er -none on farm. JrllCd.led bog .,.'1re:3 CVi:l'Y fall liked peat 

."smell - Bog keops grm.,riilg high(~r :;.;'" C0nCl"C' or I;;lal~cl - tapers to\.,rard 

dykes. 

Recalls CUI' l0\IS, Goltlcn Plov:)r lif30d to n.;; UV r))'. 

1920 - sl{atej bet",well the 3 lJI' lcl[,(~3, 1 cu s t :,,'on t> C .Linn Lc; changing hero: 


