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Mrs, Bert Hall | Taterviewed F<h.9 /1772
b. 1905 Gertrude Hall in parents smzll house on dyke, #3 Rd.
and Fraser River. Moved at age of 3 years tc house built

on Steveston Hichway (then cnlled # 9 Rd.)aﬂ% §39JWE%SAX?*

came from & teveston on first inter urban tram.

Gertrude's father, Robhert Blair came to Luiu Island at age
of 7 years....arrived with his family July 1, 1887

keepsake is watch presented to grandfather James Blair by
friends Qn'eve of denarture from Macherarnorne, Ireland,

June 21, 18537. M

Gertrude born at home, attcnded by doctor out from Vahc and

midwifle, Mrs. McGinnis......father worked two jobs, in
canneries, and trucking route Steveston to Vaic. |

2 brothers: Arthur (died 6 vrs. aco), and wWilliard

2 sisters: Janet and Frances.
Tilked 1% wiles o Steveston echonlc 1011, Two room schoolr Readors

B v e N - Lo
1 end 25 readers 3 oapd . Tmachers: idss Tecl, MissCrawlord, later

93 Nuckinghsies...rob bellied shove to dry cicthes (wmather), high
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b gevaniom noty shovm on sides of front 8 feps

hutteorn hoots.
chool louvse fnix). irls curls dmked in ink wells....separate,
unheated lene dilding Cor svort, pewes Iinwet WEal T e es s ONOE

week (Memdevs) went Ho Bridpenort sehiool fov & omestis sclence olass

i mede meosrond and oheese nm’-eﬁnﬂ)...ﬂmyﬂ L0 manunl eS8, 0. e O

Tater had d rug s bore
tram 23 minnbes.......0r. Teoworth, Steveston doetor checkad teath

in schools twice vearly....real Fealth doctor, Dr, Hall, &arpole.

44 gohonl: 1014 snow, s "worst" ., .ore school hoy looked affer fire

for warmth, sometimes teacher couldn't cet throvph...students just

v . 1" e
walked back homez....:;rade !} exams ¢ ane [ rom Vietoria “quite hard.



wrse Bert Hall
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July 1st sn exciting "bie" dav, ... 100 Blairs ol Sogether,

"
!

nicnics at Blnir Place old house at and of ;3 Rd. end River Fd now
s 1 ' ' 1 ] 1
Lorn dovm, el .reny Algivs barn on the lst, L. .8tevmeston had T little

celrhration, 1= crasse gamms. ... Chinese hod owe celebration in

19 s . n . n -
"1ittle Clinatown” on the dvim, Cirecrackere,.."T can zlways

N . " . * R . 1"
remember Tirecrtnokers 1 never liked them,

May Day:  alwsvs wepnh to Wew Westminister event by tram (parents went

7
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} . ] 4 a L - i
by boat....grandnother had a bosrdirg house end of 5 2 Fd., ¢ aphain

«
ateved Brepe, save mother Yahesl Drenzcombe a aonaryv,)

) D

esssboul 1927 ilay Dav oph Rrichouse, divorn Park, clubhouse, trees,

1

races for kids, Schosl teachers, initiated hy #Hiss MeNeeley, then

1,
o

Wiss lrurphy heught darces,

esesemovad to CWilliwack, where Tother bought Prvr 191

G310 ceete 1021w
1922 returned to owm honse, qualify for Sntruice, then sttended lot

and Pnd vesr Wwidzeport scliool {kish school ).,
eeeesouse built under $1,000,...3 hedrooms up wich %ath, 3 down, hull

. . ) Y v . . "
ways, livins and dining: romes, kitchen, panbriss, "awfully large rooma
s, round ceal and wood z toves, no heal in bedroons,

veeon0 Water exoept rain barrels at first; hought wter Drom Marpols

'y 2allon barrels, cans,...wnsh water “rom river..,.drinking water

from créﬁbs in harnole,

eoeFoads were cood., . voad roller sroothad  them onh every yeal.
eveoto visit neat hops haboo,,..no way to et there, just plank.roads.
Co vy, dns. azent advertised "richest land in country, just need

fertilizer".....everyome had farms,
sesesto visit o randparents on Blair estate...wslked on CPR tracks,
ro Je side car watching for treins....lew plonsmta...Jots of ducké
everyone hnd own clickens, cow, so erss and milk....red sockeye
gslimon 25 nents to 50 cents from odd fishermen,,.greandfather pug

salt nork snd (ish in barrels,
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Her motlher sewsd deushtsars clothes, sons shirbs 2nd pants,
¥mitted socks, Underwear Prom blesched flour sacks...made own (lye)

S0AN,seeeniy shows school aress of nonpere,

eserenandicrafts: mede Rose Beads of real vose netals, stored, b rown

in pots, rolled up, hole in center with darning needle, colored red,

hlack, dipped in cornstarch, gold hesd each side to hold in place, cat

N

~gut £ or stringing at ags 14)....also struns poncorn, nut resl

(8]
crndles on Thristmas trees,
ssesfor spending monev picked lomanharries at neiphhors,..made $2

cpew stravherries , so helwed nick, land of 2%

s

o dav......parsnts
acres rensed Tor 5 vears,

veeewOrked parh Hime in Stevegton telenlone office.,..handled long
digtance c2lls,

vesseotinrrind at 23, in 1926 at homm,....under arch of yellow nums...

~ s . 1 1
Luffet for over i00 juests,...to Vietoris for homewmoon "grest’.

£
ceeetived in Marnole ), vears, then haclk, Sez Island for 27 vears,

~

evseoscCnildrenr 511 hom Grace IHosonital...all achools, live in Richmond,
Bolhw, 1929 (3 wome. 10,17, 13): Tod, 1033:  Jav, 194N, now Mrs. BI1Y
Keuse,

vessoniobbias: indoor gardenins, ilusbard ~idoor gardening,..hanging trees,
'
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Led hay rakes bent, with haskets, hold cersnium pots in yard,
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