Vancouver - join Mothoer's

1921 Mother re~married Georgs

years - March 1929

48.

Mr., and Mrs. Ken Llston Interviewed May 10, 1972,

369 Georgia St.

Ken Blston - Born March 25, 1919 at :ull gngland, Tz

ther died when he

was 2. May 1920: dether, Grandmcther, older sistor and Ken came to

! \

two sisters here on "hinnedosa® ship.

Ken and Grandmctner lived with aunt, surnaby.
Phillips {(from Glasgow) so Ken moved with
them to St. Catherine's 3t., Vancouver, brielly then Lo Vancouver
) 7 s
> 8 west corner Sea lsland whers runway now ends ~s 2d 6
Cannery, southn > corner Sea lsland whern runwag 4 d stayed
moved to Steveston - cteplather manager Imperial

1

finished high schocl

5}

tarted same cannery as tally

[6)

Cannery - 1932 Ken

G

Ken released by b.o. Puckors - Ken joined

man til 1936 - steplfather and
Canadian Fishing Co., Gull of Georgia plant Steveston uncer late George

Skinner -~ tnere 2 years - 1935 with Creat west Packing Co., foot of Trite:

Rd., Steveston - until 3 years age - Company odougint by Lelson Bros. -

closed office, moved Lo kelson Dros. new part 5.C. Packers = Ken full

circle B.C. Packers - typcs of
try, blackswmithing, wollcro, re

machine - carly days lwpsrial ©

Jebo oin carzers carlier peneral -~ carpen-
painting - aow specialized to one

-3

torts,

aniiory sey wen - stralpght canning -

now handle frosh fish, speclalty nroducts - ecarlier no overtime, nho union,
longer hours - cannecy working comndltions bebbter nov ~ unlon Formed 1941
or 1942 - Ken didn't work in plant since 1941 - in office then on at
Great West, brotaer-in-law Jack, Mnna;or; married to own sister, Dorothy
Whiteside, died 1942 - Ken went to office - handles production from
fishermen - procuring - packing f{ish - moving equipnent for scasonal

fish runs - supplies to Tishermen - wost [lishermen own or partly own thei:

boats - assistance in [in ancing through company, bank, or credit union -

last 2 stressed.’ | ' e




P,

‘=15 = starts June

9,

- bire ang Fres, Ko klston

re

packing Tish - woviag eguloment for seasonnl [ish rans - supplies to

- fishermen - most fisnermen own or parbly owi thelr boats - asgistance in

financing through comvany, bank, or co2dic union ~ last 2 stressed,
-gas, grub coupons sunplicd by company to fishernen abl beginning of
season - a3 advance -~ expect reburn {ish credite through season

-stores at plants, scows, atv west coast, Janc uvver Island, mainland Alert

“Bay = biggest camp scov goes to fivers Irlet "Smpsca Four' an old ferry

DD

"Quiliet" (?) has full meat, groceries, radio, repalr shop, machine
R o . TR N 3 Y - . 4 o : -
shop, boat 1ifl (cosbing 70,00 to 20,000), not il - goes up June 12

J

2527 - Sunday night befors July -

Do

Nearly all fishiag bosts have radios - 13' - 25' "Miegey Fouse' type on

Fraser River only -~ average gillnecter 34" (Between 23'Y = 33') 1 man

operation - Rivaers Inlet sockeye operabion 3= weeks - lull - then fall

fishing - or leave for rraser ilivar ruan.
-Collector tyoec boat 445" fisterman uncoads on first - tihen delivers to

ice packer or brine pucucers - salt acdzd Lo soa water - chilled - Keeps

fish good condibion - pumpod oy brailied oub ab plant.

-=~Brailling, nwnplag describoed.

~10 times faster bo 1load by yunmping - used (o puap herring - started

pumping salmon last ycarn = pulping roauacros ~onyorsaon -0 haleh bo proper

lining lor holding watar.

Tighter regulations now re sanitabtlon - fresnness, juality stressed now.

~-fish piked f{rom small boals.
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Ken Blston early

stovted 1/2 day at Scow St. sehool, Vancouver,

then father moved Lo Vaazouvoer Canncrey, oeoa lse g0 7 yoars old took

Y

3 - T A . . S B yod [ T A IR . s Nl e N
jitney bus (coanvas sides) Ly milos woitdpopord Schoonl - Geiver Mr. Chepher
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rSe Ren bilston

and J

-¢ircle route ~ staurt Grauwr store - norits

McDonalds, Arbuthnots - lown Lo Vancouver

N e oy

Miller Road -~ fusza

by 4 -.5

Wileys, hurpay's -

s,

p o lile

-7 years in Dbridgzeport slementary - Loachors

Horseman, Miss Sonsiman, sr. oduards,

Miss Kate dMclNaoeley, priancipal, Teachers at

Maclheil wio Lecan? Prancipal al nev Saab
Sports: baseball, [football, lacross2, badx.
districts in Richmond - during cchool and

strap used then - girlis also gob sirap - o

Migs Mcleeley's vord was law -

T -

.=few Japane at bridgeport S-hool -

couver Canaery) - aluayz had cloge associs

played as only whito boy on Jupanes

-during public school swiier job

tom -~

a pound for beans) -~ $1.50 Lo 200 a day

cents a pound nlgh school - fot 2

~during gn

hour ~ so %0 - 450 total - no sot scale -

longshore - on dykes from 29 conits

-~

~-people Steveston arca cabislied & -~ 7

May - fisheruwen (gillaeitors, trollecs) -

workers, have unemploymenb lasuruance - ire

fisn.

1926

sified by products, paste and ground

First car: 1925 Hodel T Ford - then

c=re-gctlivated Moiel A fow years.

~Swanm Fraser River beside ({ish canncry, -Se

Stevestorn.
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motbngs

sond - vieled up MeGregors,

Cannary - Azme Cannery = to
to zenool - 2/% hour - home

wLl McMyn, Miss

Lt ey = P S
JUBRC IO A PSS N TR

Mics

g Logi, Rachael Lang,
oridgepoirt Hign Sechool: Roy

Lo hlga Lzhools

tbadi, had rivoelry between

- played come hookey -

oy T e ey
aroaer

Lran X cnught throwing snowbal.

Jupanese at home (Van-

LA S
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tion witn Japanese ~ 1933

:'LZ:.‘\,"""I H yoars (pt.,'

cant

Liccsberries ~ got 1

lack berries earned 2-3

munbhs work at 20 cents a

in 1¥30's took any Jjob

houu

an

work - layoflls November to

vear now or nearly [or cannory

G
. £

ing allows production diver-

Ford 19232 DeSoto roadster

G Lsland - off Jdocks at
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- o= Mr. and Mrs. nen Elston

e}

‘=married January 192 to 'Bill' Dorothy Mclonald - fought bog fires

- 1930 -~ 1940 = dug ditches to contain Great ezt Coanery burned Oct. 15,
1961, a Saturday, - started by pulley scizure, bells, in ice compressor.

'Mr‘.s Ken Elston

-mother Margarei Watts, brother Frank, parents case to Richiond 1891 from

" Lethbridge - 1395 to Fraser River at Oilory - said Island called Watts)

1901 moved to SlLeveston - Grandfather Thomas Waitts congstruction fish wharf

Phoenix Cannery, worked on City Hall, Vancouver - back to Oilery,

destroyed by fire - family back to Steveston - moiilecr worked in Jewish

7

‘store on dyke ~ married father loreman-manazer Scobtbish-Canadian Cannery

-first lived, chicken ranch, Railway Ave.
-Dorothy Elston born red nouse, property now Stevesbon Commnity Centre -

father at Steveston Cannery destroyed 1918 fire in W.W. 1.

‘Born at home - Dr. Hepworth (motner's brother in school) assisted by Mrs.

Ted Morgan - starced at Steveston School - moved to 3cattle - returned

1925 - picked strawberrios, raspberries at Ward's, Shepherd's farm -

watched movie housc burn at 5 a.m. bcelfore 1913 - played basketball in old

Opera House and Cambie iligh Schiool - attended Lord Jyng School, Bridgeport

High School - worked 12 yoars al Telephone 0fflice, 3tcveston, Noe. 1vRd.

foot of Chatham St.

Note: Tugboats operating Lo Ollery were: Lrie, Ulive, Spray.



